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View from the Bridge 

FriendA of Midway, 

ThlA it, my fiTAt opportunity to write to you Aince 
I aAAumed command of Midway on March 26. 

I  know you have followed the 4hip in the. neWA and 
through. your Midwayman'A letteAA during our involve­
ment in the hlAtory-maklng eventA in Southeast k&ia 
during the paAt two monthA. ThiA Apecial iAAue of 
SpectAum ii a wordA-and-plctureA AepoAt on our 
participation in "Operation Frequent Wind" -- the 
evacuation of Vietnam. For thoAe aboard, it was an 
unforgettable experience. Let me describe for you t he 
eventA of thoAe two monthA. 

We got underway from VokoAuka on March 31 on what 
WOA AuppoAed to be a routine cruite with viAitA 
Acheduled for Subic Bay in the PhilippineA and Hong 
Kong. Soon after leaving Japan, however, we got word 
that the military and political Aituation in Southeast 
kAia WOA deteriorating and our help might be needed. 

Heading Aouth,we picked up two AquadronA of Marine 
CorpA helicopteAA off the coaAt of Okinawa. We carried 
the heloA and Marine crewmen to the Sublc operating 
area where they were tranAfered to other carrieAA. 

TheAe MarineA A aw c onAiderable action In the Vietnam 
evacuation and the preceding evacuation of Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. 

On April 15, we entered Subic Bay for a Acheduled 
10-day upkeep period in the PhilippineA. JuAt thrle 
dayA later, however, we w ere ordered to get underway 
a nd  Atea m  a t  max i mu m A pe ed  t owa rd  V ie tna m .  Be f ore  
leaving port, we off-loaded over half of our aircraft 
a nd  Aev era l  h u nd re d ,  p e o p l e  t o  m ake  ro o m on  b oa rd  fo r  
our upcoming ml&Aion. 

After A teaming to a poAition off the tip of Viet­
nam, on April 20 we were joined by 10 Air Force H-53 
helicopteAA. The Air Force helo crewmen -- from t he 
56th Special OperatlonA Wing, the 21 At Special 
OperationA Squadron and the 40th AeroApace Retcue and 
Recovery Squadron -- were a great bunch of profeAAlon-
OIA. Together we Apent the next eight dayA preparing 
for the operation that we knew would commence any 

minute. 

During the week prior to the evacuation, a group 
of our AailorA were A elected and trained to help 
proceAA evacueeA upon arrival aboard Midway. The 
group, made up of petty officeAA and non-rated men, 



weAe aAAlgned to wo>ik on the flight deck and tn 
deAlgnated Aefugee handling OAOAA. 

AA predicted, the Aitucutlon tn Vietnam WOAA ened 
a n d  I t  b e c a m e  n e c e AAa A y  f o A  U A  t o  a c t .  A t  3 : 3 0  p . m . ,  
Apnll 29, we deceived, the signal to commence the 
evacuation operation that we knew by the code name 
"Frequent Wind.". At that time nine Ala Fonce heloA 
let')t the deck of Midway bound foA landing zone* In 
Saigon. 

The H-53 heloA Ahuttled back and foAth fAom 
Saig o n  t o  M i dw ay  u n t i l  e a A l y  t h e  n e x t  m o a n i n g ,  o f t e n  
Ataylng aboaad Midway only long enough to off-load the 
ev a cu e e A  a n d  A e f u e l .  

Once the evacueeA weAe on deck, Mldwaymen moved 
them quickly and Aafely, Identifying and pAoceAAlng 
all who came aboaad. Medical coApAmen weAe A landing 
by to AendeA any aAAlAtance neceAAaay. FoAtunately, 
mo At of the medical paoblemA of the evacueeA weAe 
limited to ACAapeA and ACAatcheA. One.Aeventeen-
month old child WOA tAeated and cuaed of vlnal 
pneumonia. 

A f t e A  A e ce l v l n g  t h e  A e f u g e eA ,  QUA Immediate 

conceAn WOA to move them on to otheA AhlpA AO t hat we 
could make Aoom aboaad Midway foA rnoae AefugeeA which 
we knew would come. The men of HellcopteA Combat 
SuppoAt SquadAon One, Detachment Two, woaklng aAound-
the-clock to taanApoAt the evacueeA faom ouA A hip to 
t h e  ot he A  v eA A e l A ,  d i d  a  t A e m en d ou A  j o b .  

VeAplte the fact that evacueeA weAe taken to otheA 
AhlpA OA Aoon OA poAAlble, many had to Apend the night 
with UA. CAew'A beAthlng ApaceA thAoughout the Ahlp 
weAe AhoAtly jammed. The oveAflow cAowd bedded down 
on matA on the Ahlp'A foAecaAtle and In the hangaA 
b a y .  T h e  e v a c u e e A ,  n u m b e A l n g  o v e A  1 ,  0 0 0 ,  e n j oy e d  
M id w a y  m e a l A  t h a n k A  t o  a  A u p e Al a t l v e  e f f o A t  by  
Midway'A S-2 Vlvl&lon. 

While aboaAd Midway, all the evacueeA weAe tAeated 
OA gueAtA. OuA men made toyA foA t he youngAteAA, and 
pAovlded Aome of the adultA with thelA own clotheA 
when needed, The waxmth with which QUA men gAeeted ' 
the evacueeA -- pAovldlng compaAAlon and aAAuAance at 
a time when t heAe people AuAely needed It -- WOA a 
AouAce of paAtlculaA pAlde foA me. Midway pAlde IA a 
v e A y  A e a l  t h i n g  t o  a l l  of  U A .  

EaAly on the moAnlng of ApAll 30, the laAt AmeAl-



cans were tinted hlorn ScUg on t o sahety. We continued 
to ie.ced.ve. eva.cue.eA, however, as thousands oh Vietnam­
ese &Ze.cL th eii homeland on their own. The sky was hull 
oh helicopters, many caAAylng entile homilies seaich-
ing hoi lehagc. V only-hive UH-1 "H uey" and thiee CH-
47 "Chinook" helos landed aboaid Midway. Tke "Hueys" 
carried OA many OA 50 people each. These evacueeA 
leceived tke same hospitable tieatment as those who 
had aiitved aboaid the Aii Voice helos. 

It was on this day that a Vietnamese Ail Voice 
majoi, piloting a Cessna 0-1 "Bild Dog" obseivation 
plane with his wihe and hdve childien aboaid, landed 
on Midway. The couiage and skill that the majoi 
demonstiated in making his h^u>i caiiiel landing a 
successhul one captuied the admiiation oh Midway's 
clew and j\oi most oh us, was the highlight oh the 
eventhul peiiod oh Opeiation Viequent Wind. 

At the end oh the evacuation opeiation, we depait-
ed oui station ohh Vietnam h°i the Qolh oh Sim. We 
wele in the gulh on May 3, 4, and 5, and took aboaid 
52 V ietnamese aiiciaht which had escaped behoie the 
countiy hell. We also made an unscheduled pickup oh 
84 mole evacuees, who had attempted to leach sahety in 
a hishing boat designed hoi hoi hewei passengeis. We 
took them aboaid, as theii boat was in imminent dang el 
oh sinking. 

We then pioceeded to Gum, aniving on May 11. 
Theie we ohh~loaded the 52 aiiciaht leceived in the 
Gulh Sim, and the helicopteis which had hlown 

• aboaid in the evacuation. Qui 84 unexpected guests 
lescued hiom t he hashing boat also depaited in Guam, a 
majoi center h°i evacuees. Oui assignment banished, 
we l eht Guam th e next day. 

On May 20, ahtei 32 consecutive days at sea and at 
anchoi without libelty, we enteied Subic Bay, and the 
clew enjoyed thiee well-earned days oh l est and lec-
leation. 

Because oh Opeiation Viequent Wind and lelated 
events, we l etuined to yokosuka May 29, one week latei 
than originally planned. All in all, we spent 54 oh 
the 60 days away hiom yokosuka at sea. 

Many oh oui wives and homilies weie disappointed 
when t he evacuation oh Saigon |$oA.ce(i us to cancel oui 
visit to Hong Kong. Theii disappointment was short­
lived, however, when, they leained oh the part theii 
husbands and sons played in Opeiation Viequent Wind. 

The stoiy oh Midway's participation in Opeiation 
Viequent Wind is coveied in the hollowing pages. It 
is the stoiy oh oui ship's lole in one oh the. most 
successhul large-scale rescue operations in recent 
history. 

The peihormance oh oui men th roughout was extreme­
ly magnihicient. Vol me, as the new commanding 
ohhic.el, it was giatihying. All the good words I had 
heard about the ability oh Midway's crew behoie taking 
command were borne out. Oui men responded to unique 
situations with poise, determination and skill. 

As Midway homily and hriends, I am s uie you s hale 
my pride in the tremendous job our crewmen peihormed. 

Until next time, I remain 

L. C. CHAMBERS 
CAPTAIN USN 
COMMANDING OFFICER 
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Twenty-four days before Operat ion Frequent  Wind began,  Midway re ceived a taste of things to come wh en two 
Marine hel icopter  squadrons embarked aboard for  three days.  Light  Squadron 367 and Attack Squadron 369 were on 
the move in anticipat ion of events  in Vietnam, and Midway t ransported them from their  home base in Okinawa to 
the Subic operating area off  the Phil ippines.  The squadrons lef t  Midway f or  the carrier  USS Hancock and the 
amphibious assault  ship USS Okina wa,  and later  played a key role in the evacuation of  refugees from Saigon.  
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U. S. Air Force 
56th Special Operations Wing 

21st Special Operations Squadron 

40th Aerospace 
Rescue & Recovery Squadron 

April 20, 1975 





Ten Air  Force hel icopters  and their  crews 
a r r i v e d  a b o a r d  M i d w a y  o n  A p r i l  2 0 .  D u r i n g  t h e  
e v a c u a t i o n ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h e l o s  t r a n s p o r t e d  
m a n y  e v a c u e e s  f r o m  S a i g o n  t o  M i d w a y .  

A t  l e f t ,  R e a r  A d m i r a l  W .  L .  H a r r i s , f o r m e r  
C o m m a n d e r  C a r r i e r  G r o u p  S e v e n ,  c o n f e r s  o n  t h e  
f l i g h t  d e c k  w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  A i r  F o r c e  o f f i c e r  
a b o a r d ,  C o l o n e l  L l o y d  J .  A n d e r s  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  
T o p - l e v e l  p l a n n i n g  w a s  v i t a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  O p e r a t i o n  F r e q u e n t  W i n d .  F o l l o w i n g  
F r e q u e n t  W i n d ,  A d m i r a l  H a r r i s ,  w h o  s e r v e d  a s  
c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  M i d w a y  i n  1 9 7 1 - 7 2 ,  
a s s u m e d  h i s  p r e s e n t  d u t y  a s  C o m m a n d e r  A t t a c k  
C a r r i e r  S t r i k i n g  F o r c e  S e v e n t h  F l e e t .  

B e l o w ,  a n  A i r  F o r c e  e n l i s t e d  m a n  e n j o y s  
s o m e  M i d w a y  c h o w  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h e  A i r  
F o r c e  p e r s o n n e l  s p e n t  t h e  p r e l u d e  t o  F r e q u e n t  
W i n d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  c a r r i e r  l i f e .  



— 

EXECUTE 



The Evacuees Arrive 
April 29. 1975 

* 



A b o v e ,  t i r e d  b u t  s a f e ,  a n  e l d e r l y  V i e t n a m e s e  
w o m a n  h o l d s  o n  t o  t h e  a r m  o f  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  T h i r d  
C l a s s  J o h n  B a u d i n  o f  V A - 9 3  f o r  s u p p o r t  a s  s h e  c r o s s e s  
t h e  f l i g h t  d e c k .  M a n y  o f  t h e  e v a c u e e s  c a r r i e d  w i t h  
t h e m  t h e i r  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  p o s s e s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e i r  
h o m e  l a n d .  

A t  r i g h t ,  M i d w a y m e n  c a r r y  a  V i e t n a m e s e  w o m a n  b y  
s t r e t c h e r  f r o m  a  r e s c u e  h e l i c o p t e r .  S h e  w a s  o n e  o f  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0 0  r e f u g e e s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  m i n o r  m e d i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n  a b o a r d  M i d w a y .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
e v a c u e e s  w e r e  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h .  D u r i n g  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n ,  
Midway's  medical  department was augmented by two 
s u r g i c a l  t e a m s  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  







The Faces 
of 

Frequent Wind 



Each of  the 3,000 evacuees who cam e aboard Midway had a  s tory to te l l .  Among them wa s this  woman and baby 
and a t  r ight ,  Father  James J .  Devlin,  a  Jesuit  missionary.  Father  Devlin,  chatt ing with Commander James J .  
Hower,  commanding off icer  of  VA-115,  had been working in Vietnam for  nearly f ive years ,  and said he lef t  the 
land and people with considerable reluctance.  





Opposite  page:  Hundreds of  miles from their  ravaged 
home, the evacuees were received with compassion and 
helping hands aboard Midway- At lef t ,  Third Class 
A r m a n d o  M u s q u e z  o f  V A W - 1 1 5  a s s i s t s  a n  o l d  m a n  w a l k  
across the massive f l ight  deck.  At r ight ,  Third Class 
Clay E.  Roberts  of  VA-115 h elps a woman with her  baggage 
shor t ly af ter  she al ighted from a rescue hel icopter.  

The children of  the Vietnam ev acuation,  vict ims of  a  
t ragedy they could not  yet  understand,  were greeted 
especial ly warmly by Midwaymen. Above,  Seaman J .  J .  
Collura of  Deck Department 's  Second Division befriends a 
pensive-looking young g irl .  At r ight ,  Executive Officer  
Commander Laurence H. Grimes,  J r . ,  comforts  a  tearful  
youngster  on the f l ight  deck.  

For the Vietnamese refugees of  a l l  ages who found 
temporary sanctuary aboard Midway,  the kindnesses shown 
by the carr ier 's  crewmen made their  agonizing departure 
more bearable.  For some, i t  was their  f i rs t  taste of 
American hospital i ty,  and must  have given them hope of  
bet ter  days to come. 





* 

Much at tent ion was focused on the work done by 
Marine and Air  Force hel icopters  in the evacuation of  
Vietnam. However,  Midway's  own Hel icopter  Combat 
Support  Squadron One,  Detachment Two (HC-1,  DET-2) a lso 
played a  vi tal  role in Operat ion Freqgent  Wind.  

The Navy and Marine hel icopters  leaving Saigon 
ferr ied refugees to Midway and two other  carr iers,  
Hancock and Okinawa.  The evacuees then had to be 
t ransferred to other  Seventh Fleet  vessels  to make 
room on the carr iers  for  the f low of refugees.  

Aboard Midway,  i t  was up to HC-1,  DET-2 t o keep the 
refugees moving.  The four 13-passenger "Sea King" 
h e l i c o p t e r s  o f  H C - 1 ,  D E T - 2  f l e w  b o t h  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  t a s k .  I n  a  3 0 - h o u r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  m e n  o f '  
H C - 1 ,  D E T - 2  l o g g e d  a  t o t a l  o f  6 0 . 9  h o u r s  o f  f l i g h t  
t ime,  and t ransferred over 1,600 refugees and over^ 
8,660 pounds of  cargo belonging to the refugees.  

The'  16 off icer  pi lots  and 14 enlis ted aircrewmen, 
under the command of  Lieutenant  Commander Guy Ishiguro,  
accomplished 158 landings aboard s ix different  
ships involved in the evacuation.  



* 

Overnight Guests 
l i idwaymen did their  best  to make the evacuees '  s tay 

aboard the ship an enjoyable one.  Supply Department 's  S-2 
Division did an outstanding job preparing meals  for  the 
hundreds of  addit ional  people aboard.  

The majori ty of  the evacuees s lept  on mats or  blankets  
in the ship 's  hangar bay.  While i t  may n ot  have been the 
most  c omfortable night  they ever spent ,  the evacuees went to 
s leep with the knowledge t hey were s afe .  



Top r ight ,  While aboard the carr ier,  several  of  
the evacuees at tended church services .  

Bottom r ight ,  Youngsters  gather  belowdecks.  Two 
of  the children are wearing Midway T -shirts .  Midway 
sai lors  temporari ly moved from their  quarters  so the 
c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  h a v e  a  b e d  t o  s l e e p  i n .  





i  r  

The second and f inal  day of  the evacuation,  
thousands of  refugees f led to Seventh Fleet  ships in 
Vietnamese hel icopters .  

In the scramble to escape,  the Vietnamese helos 
were of ten loaded over the recommended m aximum of  
people.  The UH-1 "Huey" helos,  designed to carry 12 
infantrymen,  often carr ied three t imes as  many 
evacuees.  In one instance,  a "Huey" landed with over 
50 people aboard.  

Those aboard included the r ich,  the poor,  the 
anonymous and the famous.  Among those who s topped 
aboard Midway were the two children above,  and the 
former vice-president  of  Vietnam, General  Nguyen Cao 

,  ,  Ky, at  r ight .  
Helping the children f ind their  way on the busy 

f l ight  deck is  Gunners Mate Second Class Terry 
Thompson of  Midway's  Weapons Department.  General  Ky 
is  being escorted by Lieutenant  ( j .g.)  Ken Prater , the 
Air  Transfer  Off icer.  



FLIGHT FOR FREEDOM 



* 

On A pri l  30,  amid hel icopters  escaping from Saigon which d otted the sky,  appeared a small  Cessna 0-1 "Bird 
Dog" observation plane.  Pi lot ing the "Bird Dog" was a  South Vietnamese Ai r  Force major,  who in a desperate #  

>*, a t tempt to escape,  had f lown the single-engine plane from Con Son Is land seaward in search of  safety.  With the 
» .  major were his  wife and f ive children.  

The "Bird Dog" c i rcled Midway,  and the major dropped a note on the f l ight  deck which read,  "Can you move t  
those hel icopters  to the other  s ide? I  can land on y our runway.  I  can f ly one more hour.  We have enough t ime 
to move.  Please rescue me." 

Midway's  Commanding Officer,  Captain L.  C.  Chambers,  assessed the s i tuat ion and ordered the f l ight  deck 
cleared.  Crewmen work ed feverishly to clear  the landing area of  Vietnamese UH-1 "Huey" hel icopters .  I t  was 
necessary to dump one "Huey" o ver the s ide to provide adequate room fo r  the neophyte carrier  pi lot .  

4 



O n c e  t h e  f l i g h t  d e c k  h a d  b e e n  c l e a r e d ,  c r e w m e n  q u i c k l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  " B i r d  
b o g " .  T h e  m a j o r  p i l o t i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  g i v e n  l a n d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  a  v o l u n t e e r  
V i e t n a m e s e  i n t e r p r e t e r .  T h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  " B i r d  D o g "  t o  t h e  s h i p  w a s  l o w  a n d  s l o w .  H e  
touched down once,  bounced,  and rolled to a s top well  short  of  the end of  the angle deck.  For 
M i d w a y m e n ,  t n e  d r a m a t i c  l a n d i n g  w a s  t h e  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  s t o r y  o f  O p e r a t i o n  F r e q u e n t  W i n d .  





The graceful  landing of  the "Bird Dog" on Midway's  f l ight  deck was made despite  a rain-soaked deck and 
without  benefit  of  a  ta i l  hook or  barr icade.  After  his  extraordinary display of  airmanship,  the major was 
met with wild applause from f l ight  deck crewmen as  he exited his  aircraft .  He and his  family were surrounded bv 
well-wishers.  

Midwayrnen were so moved by the courage of  the major and his  family they decided to establ ish a fund to 
help the family s tart  their  new l i fe ,  wherever they may choose to set t le .  



• 
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Unexpected Guests 

after  leaving Vietnam, Midway cam e upon a  small  Vietnamese f ishing boat  carrying 84 people who were making 
a  desperate at tempt to sai l  from Communist  Indochina.  Their  overcrowded boat  was gradually s inking,  and could 
nut  have reached fr iendly shores.  

The t iny f ishing boat  drew a longside the mammoth c arr ier ,  and the evacuees cl imbed aboard via a  cargo net  
to safety.  Those wh o were unable to cl imb the net  ( the very young and the very old)  were taken aboard Midway 
by hoist .  





A n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  M i d w a y ' s  m i s s i o n  i n  O p e r a t i o n  F r e q u e n t  W i n d  t o o k  p l a c e  f o u r  d a y s  
a f t e r  S a i g o n  h a d  b e e n  e v a c u a t e d .  T h e  c a r r i e r  s a i l e d  t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  S i a m  w h e r e  s h e  t o o k  o n  2 5  
V i e t n a m e s e  F - 5  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  a n d  2 7  A - 3 7  l i g h t  b o m b e r s .  T h e  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  a b o a r d  
v i a  c r a n e s  a n d  h e l i c o p t e r s .  U p o n  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  G u l f  o f  S i . a m  o n  M a y  5 ,  M i d w a y ' s  f l i g h t  
d e c k  l o o k e d  a s  c o n g e s t e d  a s  a  J a p a n e s e  t r a i n  a t  r u s h  h o u r .  O v e r  1 0 0  a i r c r a f t ,  l i n e d  w i n g  t o  
w i n g ,  c o v e r e d  t h e  f l i g h t  d e c k  e n r o u t e  t o  o f f - l o a d i n g  i n  G u a m .  T o  p e r m i t  r o o m  f o r  t h e  e v a c u e e s  
a n d  V i e t n a m e s e  a i r p l a n e s ,  m a n y  a i r c r a f t  o f  M i d w a y ' s  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  W i n g  F i v e  h a d  r e m a i n e d  
b e h i n d  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  o n  A p r i l  1 8 .  ,  





GUAM 
M i d w a y ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  O p e r a t i o n  

F r e q u e n t  W i n d  e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  o f f - l o a d i n g  
i n  b u a m  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  h a d  l a n d e d  
aboard dur ing the evacuation and had been 
r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  S i a m .  

A l l  t o l d ,  1 0 1  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  o f f - l o a d ­
e d  i n  G u a m :  4 5  U H - 1  " H u e y "  a n d  t h r e e  C H -
4 7  " C h i n o o k . "  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  2 7  A - 3 7  s t r i k e  
a i r c r a f t ,  2 5  F - 5  " F r e e d o m  F i g h t e r s " ;  a n d  
o n e  C e s s n a  0 - 1  " B i r d  D o g " .  C r a n e s  r e ­
m o v e d  a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  t h e  d e c k  o f  
M i d w a y  i n  o n e  d a y  o f  w o r k  w h i l e  t h e  s h i p  
l a y  a t  a n c h o r  o n  M a y  1 1  a n d  1 2 .  

B o t t o m  r i g h t ,  t h e  C e s s n a  0 - 1  " B i r d  
D o g "  l e a v e s  M i d w a y  - -  i t s  n e x t  s t o p  t h e  
N a v a l  A v i a t i o n  M u s e u m  i n  P e n s a c o l a ,  
F l o r i d a .  





The Honorable Ja mes R. Schlesinger 
Secretary of Defense 

Please convey to all personnel involved in the 
Vietnam evacuation operation my ap preciation and re­
spect for their superb perfor mance. 

This operation was carried out under extremely ad­
verse conditions. Its smooth and or derly accomplish­
ment reflects great credit upon the men and w omen who 
participated in its planning and execution. 

I also join with their comrades in mourning the 
loss of those gallant men wh o gave their lives in this 
humanitarian task. To their families and loved ones 
goes our deepest sympathy. 

Their sacrifices, as well as the courage and de­
termination of all the participating units, stand as a 
final example of the selfless dedication which has 
typified the performance o f our ar med f orces through­
out our involvement in Indochina. 

They have r ny gra titude and that of the American 
people for the successful accomplishment of this dif­
ficult mission. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 



I  want  you to know how much I  admire and appreci­
ate the competent  manner in which Operat ion Frequent  
Wind was carried out .  

The ev acuation was an enormous undertaking of  in­
credible technical  complexity.  I ts  success was d ue 
primari ly to the extraordinary valor ,  coolness,  and 
competence of  the mil i tary people involved.  Their  
performance was in the highest  t radit ion of America 's  
mili tary services.  

. . .To al l  those who p art icipated in this  opera­
t ion,  my adm irat ion and grat i tude for  a job well  done.  

Warm rega rds,  

Henry A. Kissinger 

The evacuation of  U.S.  c i t izens,  together with 
Vietnamese and others from Vietnam, was accomplished 
with untold numbers of  individual  acts  of  valor .  
Those o ff icers  and men commi tted to or  supporting the 
operat ion who were n ot  personally subjected to danger 
displayed a uniformly high standard of  dedicat ion and 
professionalism. 

The Navy-Marine Corps team once again gave a su­
perb performance under f i re  in the most  gruell ing and 
e x h a u s t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  M y  h a t  i s  o f f  t o  a l l  o f  
you.  

Thank you and well  done.  

G.  P.  Steele 
Vice Admiral  U.S.  Navy 
Commander,  Seventh Fleet  

To the crewmen o f  USS M idway: 

From m y posi t ion onboard,  I  have observed with 
pride your performance through a l l  phases of  the com­
pl icated Vietnam evac uation operat ions,  and I  can un­
equivocally s tate that  the results  of  your endeavors 
were su perb.  ,  

. . .Part icularly impressive was the f lexibi l i ty 
shown by the f l ight  deck crew handling the USAF [ hel i­
copters]  LPH-style and in effect ing an emergency re-
spot  to permit  a  safe. . . landing of a  Vietnamese [air­
plane] by which the determined pi lot ,  his  wife and 
f ive small  chi ldren,  arr ived onboard unharmed.  

The ent i re  crew of Midway can take great  pride in 
their  performance during the evacuation operat ions as 
they have been personally instrumental  in preserving 
thousands of  human l ives and m il l ions of  dollars  worth 
of  a ircraft .  

My pe rsonal  "Well  done" is  extended to a dedicat­
ed crew who performed their  duties with professional­
ism and eff iciency and who,  as  t rue Americans,  show­
ed s incere compassion and concern for  those who were 
displaced from their  homeland by war and fear  of  re­
tr ibution.  

Bravo Zulu.  

W. L.  HARRIS 
Rear Admiral  U.S.  Navy 
Commander,  Task Grou p 77.4 .  



Summary 
USS M idway departed Yokosuka on M arch 31 to con­

duct  air  operat ions and visi t  the Phil ippines and H ong 
Kong.  On Apri l  18,  the third day of  a  scheduled 10 
day port-cal l  in Subic Bay,  Phil ippines,  Midway wa s 
ordered to get  underway and proceed to the coast  of  
Vietnam- a t  maximum speed.  

Ten U.S.  Air  Force H-53 hel ic opters  from the 56th 
Special  Operat ions W ing f lew aboard Midway Apri l  20 to 
take part  in the evacuation.  

On Apri l  29,  the evacuation commenced.  The f irs t  
H-53s departed Midway a t  2:45 p.m. local  t ime bound 
for  landing zones in Saigon.  Returning a t  4:53 p.m.,  
each helo carr ied about  60 pass engers.  

During the f irs t  day,  2,074 refu gees were brought 
aboard Mi dway.  While Air  Force H-53s were bringing 
more evacuees aboard Midway,  Navy and Marin e Corps 
helicopters  began t ransferr ing the early arr ivals  to 
other  ships in the Seventh Fleet  armada of f  Vietnam. 

Over 1,000 of  the evacuees spent  the f i rst  night  
aboard the carr ier .  

By ea rly morning of  the second day of  the evacua­
t ion,  al l  U.S.  mil i tary f l ights  into Saigon had been 
completed.  A s teady flow of refugees continued,  how­
ever,  f leeing in Vietnamese a ircraft .  

In the early afternoon of Apri l  30,  a  small  Cessna 
0-1 "Bird Dog" l ight  observation plane began to circ le 
Midway.  At f i rst  i t  was thought the pi lot  would t ry to 
di tch alongside the carr ier .  But then the t iny,  
single-engine a ircraft  f lew over the ship and th e 
pi lot  dropped a note saying that  he had his  wife and 

f ive children aboard and wanted to land aboard Midway.  
On orders from USS M idway's  Commanding Officer ,  

Captain L.  C.  Chambers,  f l ight  deck crewmen qui ckly 
cleared the carrier 's  angle deck and prepared to re­
cover the aircraft .  

Despite  a  rain-soaked deck,  the Bird Dog's  p i lot ,  
a South Vietnamese Air  Force majo r,  made h is  f i rs t  
carr ier  landing a successful  one.  

The Bird Dog cam e to a s top well  short  of  the end 
of  the angle deck witho ut  benefi t  of  a  ta i l  hook or  
barracade.  The major and his  family were met with 
wild applause from the crewmen as  they exi ted the t iny 
plane.  

In two days of  operat ions,  a  total  of  3,073 evacu­
ees were picked up by Mi dway.  In addit ion to the Bird 
Dog,  three Vietnamese C H-47 "Chinook" hel icopters ,  40 
Vietnamese and f ive Air  America "Hueys" found refuge 
aboard M idway.  

The carr ier ' s  medical  team treated nearly 300 
evacuees for  minor i l lnesses and injuries.  Most  
'evacuees were found to be in good physical  heal th.  

Over 6,000 meals  were served to the refugees 
aboard the ship during the course of  Operat ion Fre­
quent  Wing.  

The cre wmen aboard USS Midway met th e evacuees 
with compassionate understanding.  They l iberally gave 
of  their  t ime and a t tention,  more than duty required.  
The kindnesses shown by th e carr ier ' s  crewmen were t he 
evacuees '  f irs t  taste of  American hospital i ty.  I t  
must  have given them hope fo r  the days to come. 

L J 
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