VERNON A. WUENSCHE, P.E.
1950 - 2016




A FEW FACTS

* Born September 20, 1950 1in Kingsville

* Graduated from Eagle Pass High School
in 1969

* Worked his way through college as a
carpenter & gas industry repair technician

e Graduated BSCE from Texas A&l
University in 1974



ENGINEERING CAREER

* Worked for consulting firms Olgletree &

Gunn and Urban Engineering in Corpus
Christi

* Hired by City of Corpus Christ1 &
worked 33-years before retiring

* Earned MS in Environmental
Engineering from Texas A&l in 1994



PROFESSIONALISM

Long-time member & leader in ASCE & TSPE

ASCE accomplishments:
» Corpus Christi Branch President (1985 — 1986)
» Professional Service Award (1995)
» Lifetime Service Award (2013)
» History & Heritage Award (2016)
» Attained Life Member status (2016)

TSPE recognition:
» Engineer of the Year (2007)



PASSIONS

Sailing
CC Hooks baseball
Restoring old cars & motorcycles
Civil engineering & its history
Fishing
Photography



1941 CORPUSIMCHRISTI
SEAWALL

A DESIGNATED TEXAS HISTORIC CIVIL ENGINEERING LANDMARK, THE
CORPUS CHRISTI SEAWALL HAS HELPED TO PROTECT THE COASTAL CITY
FOR MORE THAN SEVENTY YEARS. PERIODICALLY DEVASTATED BY
HURRICANES, CORPUS CHRISTI BEGAN TO CONSIDER A PROTECTIVE
BARRIER IN 1919. FOR THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS, SEAWALL PLANS WERE
PROPOSED ONLY TO BE IGNORED OR REJECTED.

FINALLY IN 1939, SEAWALL CONSTRUCTION BEGAN, FUNDED WITH
OVER $2,000,000 PROVIDED BY THE REMISSION OF STATE AD VALOREM
TAXES FROM SEVEN SOUTH TEXAS COUNTIES. SAN ANTONIO
CONTRACTOR JAY DEPUY BUILT OOT. LONG SEAWALL,
USING THE DESIGN OF THE = GINEERING FIRM, E.L.
MYERS AND E.N. NOYES. DR ROM WATER STREET,

RRATED A NEW OVER 500 FEET.
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1941 CORPU§ CHRISTI
SEAWALL

A DESIGNATED rsus Msmmc CIVIL ENGINEERING LANDMARK, THE

CORFUS CHRISTI SEAWALL HAS HELPED TO! PROTECT THE COASTAL CITY

QFE THAN SEVENTY YEARS. PERIODICALLY DEVASTATED BY

CORPUS CHRISTI BEGAN TO CONSIDER A PROTECTIVE

BARRIER N 1915 FOR THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS, SEAWALL PLANS WERE
PROPOSED ONLY TO BE IGNORED OR REJECTED.

FINALLY 1N 1939, SEAWALL CONSTRUCTION BEGAN, FUNDED WITH
OVER $2,000,000 FROVIDED BY THE REMISSION OF STATE AD YALOREM
TAXES FROM SEVEN SOUTH TEXAS COUMIIES. SAN ANTONIO
CONTRACTOR JAY DEPUY BULLT THE 1,100-FOOT. LONG SEAWALL
USING THE DESIGN OF THE DALLAS CIVIL ENGINEERING FIRM,
MYERS AND E.N NOYES. DREDGING EASTWARD FROM WATER svuszr
DEPUY CREATED A ND MOUND EXTENDING OVER 500 FEET.
INTQ THE BAY. FROM 75 EDOE TO ITS JUNCTURE WITH THE SHORELINE,
HE DROVE CREQSOTED MBER | FIUNGS, ABLE TO BEAR EIGHTEEN TONS
OF PRESSURE, THROUGH THE EARTHEN MOUND INTO

USING A MOBILE FOUNDATION-FORMING DEVICE, H

HIGH STEEL NEORCED CONCRETE SEAWALL WTH STE S

Fon. TS TOP DOWN TO THE Wi

WHEN COMPLETED IN 194\. f\lON(‘, WITH THREE PIERS AND A
MARINA, THE SEAWALL Wi ) RIER; T

P
AMPHITHEATER TO THE S6A. WiTHCTHIS AS THEIK. BASEL THEY HELD
IONFIRE WAR BOND RALLIES DURING WWII, WATCHED THE
stsau\\mmwm FIREWORKS DISPLAY AND CELEBRATED THE ARRIVAL
OF THE COLUMBU! §SHies, CONSTRUCTED THROUGH THE INGENUITY OF
ENGINEERS, THE PERSISTENCE OF POLITICIANS AND THE ENTHUSIASM
OF CITIZENS, THIS CONCRETE, Wil HAS: PROTECTED SHORELINE
BUSINESSES AND PROPERTY WELL INTO THE 215T CENTURY.
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FISHING IN
THE GULF!

Vernon helped
establish the Fred C.
Benson Endowed
Civil Engineering
Scholarship at TAMU-
K. He organized
several fishing
tournaments to raise
funds for 1it.







Fred C. Benson Endowed
Civil Engineering Scholarship
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February 19, 2019

ASCE

TOTHE  Texas A&M University - Kingsville
ORDER OF: Fred C. Benson Scholarship Endowment Fund $680.00

Six Hundred and Eighty Dollars

MENO:
This $680 completes the $25,000 Endowment N z F
for the Fred C. Benson Memerial Scholarship ’

v

A

’







WHAT WOULD VERNON SAY
TO YOU?

** Make a difference in the world!

N/

*+ Help someone else along the way (mentor)

N/

¢ Join and participate in ASCE

N/

** Support your University

N/

** Have fun & celebrate every chance you get!

s Take lots of pictures of your engineering
journey & share them with others






THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
INTEREST!
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